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Political Science Debate
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Political Science Debate

- 1995 “Replication, Replication” by King (1995) states the importance of
sharing data and replication files.

- 2003 Leading journals requested replication files (JPR, ISQ, II, JCR)

- 2012 American Political Science Association (APSA) new Guide to
Professional Ethics in Political Science (see guide).

- 2014 27 leading political science journals committed to greater data access
described in the Journal Editors Transparency Statement (JETS)

- 2015 Petition to delay the implementation of the new guidelines (see link)
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https://www.apsanet.org/portals/54/Files/Publications/APSAEthicsGuide2012.pdf
https://dialogueondartdotorg.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/petition-from-concerned-scholars-nov-12-2015-complete.pdf


New Ethics Guidelines

5 / 22



New Ethics Guidelines
APSA ethics guidlines suggests: “researchers have an ethical obligation to
facilitate the evaluation of their evidence based knowledge claims through data
access, production transparency, and analytic transparency so that their
work can be tested or replicated”

Data Access
Reference the data used, and if it is generated by researchers then they should
provide access to those data or explain why they cannot.

Producing Transparency
Should offer a full account of the procedures used to collect or generate the data.

Analytic Transparency
Evidence-based knowledge claims should provide a full account of how they draw
their analytic conclusions from the data (example: codes)

6 / 22



Specific guidelines

1. Make all data available

2. Delineate clearly the analytical procedures used to generate the data

3. Delineate clearly the analytical procedures used to analyze the data
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How Do We Benefits?
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How do we benefits from increased openness?

1. Protect scholarly integrity: avoid p-hacking and data fabrication Example:

Diederik Stapel “Nobody ever checked my work. They trusted me. . . I did everything

myself, and next to me was a big jar of cookies. No mother, no lock, not even a lid. . .

Every day, I would be working and there would be this big jar of cookies, filled with

sweets within reach, right next to me -with nobody ever near. All I had to do was take

it.” (quoted in Borsboom and Wagenmakersm, 2013)

2. Evaluate claims: avoid honest mistakes. Allow researchers’ audience to
evaluate claims and its logic as valid (Lupia & Elman, 2014).

3. Community building knowledge: learn from how other social scientists
generate their conclusions. Shared data→ valuable public good.
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How Are We Doing?
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How Are We Doing?
- Key (2016) shows 3 of JETS signatories journals –International

Organizations, American Journal of Political Research, and Political
Analysis– and replication materials were available for more than 80%

- Stockemer, Koehler, and Lentz (2018) look at three journals –Electoral
Studies, Party Politics, and Journal of Elections, Public Opinion Parties– in
2015 and they find
Regarding the data access

- Only a few articles have data accesible online.
- Once they requested around 50% of the authors make available the data

Regarding replicability, from those articles with data available

- In 70% of the cases they confirm the results
- In 25% of cases, replication is impossible due to poor organization of the

data and/ or code
- In 5% of articles, the replication results are different
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Tools, Workflows and Practical Guidance
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Tools
- Pre-registration: pre-analysis plans

- Methodological Appendices: how an author collected, generated, and
analyzed data can take multiple forms (Kapiszewski & Karcher, 2019)

- Personal websites

- Digital repositetories Github, Harvard Dataverse, OSF, ICPSR, UK Data
Service, CISER.
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https://github.com/
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/
https://osf.io/pr6wn/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://ciser.cornell.edu/


Workflow (Christensen, Freese, & Miguel, 2019)
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Practical Guidance

- Create an account in these digital repositories

- Be careful when managing databases. For example:

- Always have the raw data in a directory, and the cleaned in another one.
- Clean the data using do-file/scripts.
- Never manipulate the data by hand.

- Commit yourself with good workflow practices. Have a structure of files that
you and others can understand, and a “README” file describing the
contents.

- Become familiarized with github and other languages that will help you to
collaborate and share with the research community. Github will allow you to
track changes and recover previous versions.

- Create your website, there are many tools (see examples weebly, github,
pitt)
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https://github.com/
http://www.jaejaespoon.com/
https://michaelaklin.github.io/
http://www.pitt.edu/~jch61/


Workflow
For more resources here some books’ recommendations that are available from
the Pitt Library:

- For detailed suggestions for Reproducible Workflow see chapter 11 of
Christensen et al. (2019)

- For an introduction to Git and GitHub see the book Beginning Git and
GitHub

Source (Christensen et al., 2019)
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https://pitt.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?context=PC&vid=01PITT_INST:01PITT_INST&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&tab=Everything&docid=cdi_askewsholts_vlebooks_9781484253137
https://pitt.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?context=PC&vid=01PITT_INST:01PITT_INST&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&tab=Everything&docid=cdi_askewsholts_vlebooks_9781484253137


Building Community
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Building Community

Two examples of young political scientists who by sharing their packages and
data are also providing a valuable public good for the whole society:

- José Incio

- Covid-Perú (R package) and webpage following fake news, and regional
statistics.

- Escribe a tu congresista - Write to your representative!
- Moving from Stata to R

- Nicolas Schmidt

- Electoral indicators (R package) estimate various indicators such as electoral
disproportionality, party nationalization, effective number of parties.

- Speech (R package) parliamentary speeches in Uruguayan
- Boreluy (R package) Electoral data from Uruguay 1918-2019.
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https://joseincio.com/
https://github.com/jincio/covidPeru
https://perucovid19.netlify.app/index.html
https://github.com/jincio/escribe_atu_congresista
https://jincio.github.io/STATAtoR/
https://github.com/Nicolas-Schmidt
https://github.com/Nicolas-Schmidt/esaps
https://github.com/Nicolas-Schmidt/speech
https://github.com/Nicolas-Schmidt/Boreluy


Thank you!
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